Sourdough News
April 2013
C HAPTER M EETING W EDNESDAY , A PRIL 17
The next monthly Chapter meeting will be taking place on Wednesday, April 17 at the
Coast International Inn. Our speaker will be Armand Spielman, the first ROW Agent for
Alyeska Pipeline, and the topic will be “The Trans-Alaska Pipeline—A Project that
Reformed Alaska”.
Board meeting: 10:30 am

Coast International Inn

Meeting starts:

11:45 am

3450 Aviation Avenue

Speaker:

12:00 pm

Please RSVP by Monday, April 15 to either your call list
coordinator or to Donna Williams
(dmwilliams@drydenlarue.com; 646-5167)

J OINT IRWA/APWA M EETING

IN

M AY

IRWA and APWA will be holding a joint meeting at 11:30 am on Thursday, May 16.
Please note that this meeting will take place at DOTPF’s offices at 4111 Aviation Ave and
will be taking place on a Thursday rather than the typical Wednesday. Information on the
speaker will be provided in the future.

C HAPTER 49 W ANTS Y OUR I NPUT !
IRWA Chapter 49 is in the process of checking in with members to hear feedback on how
well the organization is meeting their needs and on how the organization can better meet
their needs. A Strategic Planning Committee, chaired by Andrew Fraiser, has been formed
and this feedback will be used to update Chapter 49’s strategic plan and ultimately enhance
the Chapter’s service to its members.
When you have a minute, we’d appreciate it if you could fill out the survey form on the
next page and turn it in to Andrew Fraiser—feel free to e-mail it to him at
andrew.fraiser@enstarnaturalgas.com or give him a call at 907-334-7753. We will also be
passing out the survey at the April luncheon, where there will be a box to collect
completed surveys.

Please take a moment to give us some feed back:

Name (optional)
Phone/e‐mail (optional)
What benefits do you believe you receive from IRWA? What would make your membership in IRWA
more valuable to you?

Does your employer support your involvement in IRWA? What would make your membership in IRWA
more valuable to your employer?

Would you like to be more involved in IRWA? If so, at what level of involvement?

Anything else you would like to tell us?

Completed forms can be turned in at the collection box at the April 17 monthly luncheon.
If you’d prefer to deliver comments via e‐mail, feel free to forward your comments to Andrew Fraiser at
andrew.fraiser@enstarnaturalgas.com.
If you’d prefer to deliver comments over the phone, feel free to give Andrew Fraiser a call at 907‐334‐
7753.
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D ATES & E VENTS
A PRIL 2013

OTHER EVENTS:
May 2013 (Fairbanks, AK)
IRWA Course 600
Environmental Awareness
June 23—26, 2013
IRWA Annual IEC
Charleston, WV
July 26, 2013
Chapter 49 Summer Picnic
& Golf Tournament
Russian Jack Springs Park
Aug/Sept 2013 (Fairbanks, AK)
IRWA Course 701
Property Management Leasing
September 19—20, 2013
IRWA Course 205
Bargaining Negotiations
October 24, 2013
IRWA Course 213
Conflict Management

M AY 2013

October 25, 2013
IRWA Course 105
The Uniform Act Executive
Summary
November 15, 2013
IRWA Course 901
Engineering Plan Development
& Application

UPCOMING
MONTHLY
LUNCHEON DATES:
May 16
August 21
September 18
October 16
November 20
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U PCOMING C OURSE
NOTE: T HERE

C OURSE 902. L ATE
REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE WAIVED FOR THIS COURSE . E MPLOYERS WHO
REGISTER 2 OR MORE EMPLOYEES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR A 10% DISCOUNT .
ARE STILL A FEW SEATS AVAILABLE FOR

IRWA Course 902: Property Descriptions
Date:

April 26, 2013

Facilitator: John F. Bennett

Location: MOA Public Works, Permit & Development Center (4700 Elmore Rd.)
Coordinator: Sandra Dooley (907-562-2000; sdooley@dowlhkm.com)

Course Description: This course covers topographic and property information on engineering plans, the interrelationship of
plan, profile, and cross-section views, the horizontal and vertical alignment of a centerline, aerial photogrammetry, place coordinates, utility line crossings of highways, contours, calculating earthwork, and the interpretation of right of way plans.
Topics include requirements of a valid description; use of the rectangular grid system; when and how to use the point and centerline method; sources of uncertainties; subdivision descriptions; and metes and bounds descriptions.

M ARCH M EETING R ECAP
Speaker
Steve Gilbert was the speaker
at our March luncheon. Steve
is the Manager—Energy
Projects Development for
Alaska Village Electric
Cooperative (AVEC), a nonprofit electric utility that
serves 55 villages in remote
Alaska and has the largest
fleet of wind turbines (34) in
Alaska.
Steve presented historical
information on power
sources—such as the internal
combustion engine and
hydroelectric facilities—that
had failures on the road to
becoming reliable and economic power sources. Steve
then made the point that wind
power generation is no different and that this power
source will become more

reliable and economic as this
power source’s complex
technology continues to
improve.
Steve then talked about the
typical size of different types
of wind turbine improvements and showed some pictures of the Fire Island wind
project.
Steve finished with a general
overview of AVEC’s sources
for generating power to its
customers throughout Alaska
(primarily gas on the North
Slope, hydro in southcentral
Alaska, and wind in the
coastal regions of northwest
and southwest Alaska).
New SR/WA!
Matt Burkholder, a Land
Surveyor for Alaska DOTPF,

was recently approved for his
SR/WA certification and
received his SR/WA pin and
plaque at the March
luncheon. Congratulations,
Matt!
Steve Gilbert

Free Tuition!
Chuck Couts was the winner
of the drawing for a free one
day registration fee to an
IRWA class held in
Anchorage, AK.
The Executive Board has
approved this new member
benefit that will be awarded
at each monthly luncheon.
All eligible Chapter 49
members that are present at a
monthly luncheon qualify for
the drawing, so be sure to
make it to our next luncheon
on Wednesday, April 17 so
you have a chance to win!

Matt Burkholder, SR/WA

Chuck Couts receiving
certificate
Photos by Judy Hartley
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C ONTACT I NFO
Just a friendly reminder to make sure to keep your e-mail address and mailing address current so we are able to get in touch
with you regarding important announcements and upcoming events. Everyone please take a moment to check the current
membership directory (go to www.irwa49.org, then click on the “Membership Directory Updated 1-16-2013” link along the
left side of the web page). If your information needs to be updated, please get in touch with Bonnie Bailey (bbailey@mtatelco.com).

P ROFESSIONAL D EVELOPMENT U PDATE
Patrick Kelly with University of Alaska was recently approved for his SR/WA certification. Congratulations, Patrick!
Below is a list of all our members who have been approved as candidates for professional designations and certifications. Also,
on the next page is a flyer on IRWA’s Credentialing Programs.
SR/WA Candidates
Mychael Alfaro
Nancy Cameron
Andrew Fraiser
Claudia Furlong, R/W-NAC
Martin Hansen
Rick Kauzlarich
Douglas Mroch
Tim Mullikin
Diane Sam
Glenda Smith
Jeri Ann Strand
Fran Wilson

Uniform Relocation Act
Certification Candidates
Donna Williams, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
Dave Williams, SR/WA

IRWA’s Credentialing Programs

“The SR/WA sets me apart from other Fee Appraisers as one who
not only knows the Appraisal business, but also the
specialization of the right of way profession. If a non-Appraisal
question comes from a client, I know another SR/WA who can
answer it. SR/WA networking—priceless!”

Actual IRWA members

David Maturen, SR/WA
Maturen & Associates, Inc.

Credentialing Programs
IRWA has developed 6 different Credentialing Programs to help you develop a solid, competitive
advantage in today’s crowded and complex marketplace. An IRWA Certification will prepare you and your
company for whatever lies ahead.

Invest in your Future

professional status through experience, education and
examination in several right of way disciplines.

Advance your Career Today

Right of Way Disciplines
Earn your right of way certification in one or more of the following disciplines:
• Appraisal
• Negotiation/Acquisition
• Asset (Property) Management
• Relocation Assistance
• Environmental
• Uniform Relocation Act

IRWA Certification Programs
The IRWA currently offers certification in 6 different right of way professional
disciplines. Earning a certification demonstrates an unparalleled achievement in
a single professional discipline and reinforces a
standard of excellence.

John Rolling, SR/WA
Rolling & Co, LLC

The SR/WA is the most prestigious professional
designation granted to IRWA members who have achieved

Earning an IRWA Certification will help you to gain new skills, enhance your knowledge base and
help you attain a wide range of workplace benefits. An IRWA Certification can often win business
in competitive situations.

“The SR/WA Designation tells my clients that I am an
expert who can help solve their problems.
My designation also tells my colleagues that
I value the education that IRWA has made
available.”

SR/WA Senior Right of Way
Professional Designation Program

The SR/WA Designation expands employment
opportunities, increases salary potential, boosts
chances for career advancement and
demonstrates professional commitment. The SR/WA
Designation helps employers to identify and reward
employees with proven initiative, dedication and
knowledge.
“Achieving the SR/WA has been a defining moment in my
professional life. The designation has opened many doors.
The recognition I received from my manager has been great.
He is as proud of my achievement as I am!”
Ava Jourdain, SR/WA
City of Oakland

IRWA Headquarters —
19210 S. Vermont Avenue,
Building A, Suite 100,
Gardena, CA 90248

Our Members are Current / Credentialed / Connected

© 2010. International Right of Way Association.

To learn more about the many opportunities available
through the IRWA’s Credentialing Programs, visit our
website today at www.irwaonline.org or call
(310) 538-0233 – US; (888) 340-IRWA (4792) – Canada
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Welcome to the International Right of Way Association’s 59th Annual International Education Conference held in Charleston,
West Virginia, at the Charleston Civic Center. We invite you to attend this valuable industry event and take advantage of the
many educational and learning opportunities, as well as the networking events that have been planned just for you. Please feel
free to contact us if you have any specific questions regarding the annual conference, and check out our website (http://
www.irwacharleston2013.org/)often for updates regarding our plans as we continue mapping out your educational event of
the year!
Sincerely,
Your 2013 Conference Planning Committee
Ron Williams, SR/WA
2013 Conference Chair
marbears@aol.com
(304) 345-3005

David Griffith, SR/WA
2013 Conference Chair
dfgriffith@aep.com
(304) 746-2745

Jade Yoong
Event Manager
yoong@irwaonline.org
(310) 538-0233 x146
Schedule of Events

Daniel Stekol
Vice President, Field Operations
stekol@irwaonline.org
(310) 538-0233 x126

About the IRWA
Since its inception as a not-for-profit association in 1934, IRWA has united the efforts of its members toward professional development, strong ethics, and improved
service to employers and the public, along with advancements within the right of
way profession. IRWA is the unsurpassed source of right of way educational programs and professional services worldwide.
Our Members

Chapter 49:
www.irwa49.org
Region 7:
www.irwaregion7.org
International:
www.irwaonline.org

Dedicated exclusively to the right of way profession, IRWA has nearly 10,000
members throughout the U.S. and Canada. Our members are multi-disciplined
professionals employed by private industry and government agencies as Acquisition
Agents, Appraisers, Environment Professionals, Engineers, Lawyers, Property Managers, Relocation Assistance Agents, Surveyors, and Title Experts.
Professional Development Focus
Billions of dollars are spent annually in the acquisition, management, and transfer of
rights of way. With the technical skills required for proficiency in this complex
activity, IRWA’s specialized education and training programs, leading to professional certifications and the IRWA’s designation, the SR/WA, provide an essential
foundation for right of way professionals across the U.S. and Canada. Visit our
website at www.irwaonline.org to review the descriptions of the more than 50
courses currently available and our credentialing program.

2013 C HAPTER 49 O FFICERS

AND

C OMMITTEE C HAIRS

President International Director
Donna Williams, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
dmwilliams@drydenlarue.com; 646-5167

Professional Development
Judy Hartley, SR/WA, R/W-NAC
jhartley@gci.net

Website (Chapter 49 and Region 7)
Timothy A. Trawver, SR/WA
tim@trawverlandservices.com; 346-2433

Vice-President International Director
Jeff Marx, SR/WA
jmarx@drydenlarue.com; 646-5128

Membership
Bonnie Bailey, SR/WA
bbailey@mta-telco.com; 800-746-9510

Picnic Coordinator
Robert Ylvisaker, SR/WA
robertgy@gci.net; 746-0626

Treasurer
Louise Hooyer, SR/WA
louise_hooyer@alaska.gov; 269-0713

Nominations and Elections
Sandra Dooley, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
sdooley@dowlhkm.com; 562-2000

Programs
Daniel Beardsley, SR/WA
dbeardsley@drydenlarue.com; 646-5139

Secretary
Steve Schmitt, SR/WA
schmittsg@muni.org; 343-8366

2017 Conference
Manny Lopez, SR/WA
mlopez@gci.net; 317-0898

Past President
Tom Kretzschmar
thomas.kretzschmar@us.army.mil; 753-2859

Andrew Fraiser
andrew.fraiser@enstarnaturalgas.com; 334-7753

Education
Vicki Gerken, SR/WA
gerkenvl@ci.anchorage.ak.us; 343-8187
Donna Williams, SR/WA, R/W-RAC
dmwilliams@drydenlarue.com; 646-5167
Kathryn Schreckenghost
kschreckenghost@drydenlarue.com; 646-5169

Newsletter
Jeff Marx
jmarx@drydenlarue.com; 646-5128
Call List Coordinator
Chuck Couts, SR/WA
chuck_couts@chugachelectric.com
Alaska Membership Directory
Alan C. Trawver, SR/WA
alan@trawverlandservices.com; 346-2433

